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Introduced

Second Regular Session 118th General Assembly (2014)

SENATE CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION No. _____ 

1 A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION acknowledging February as
2 Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month.

3 Whereas, Dating violence is a pattern of abusive
4 behaviors used to exert power and control over a dating
5 partner;

6 Whereas, Dating violence can be experienced by anyone
7 at any level of a relationship, regardless of gender, sexual
8 identity, economic status, ethnicity or religious preference;

9 Whereas, Violent behavior typically begins between the
10 ages of 12 and 18;

11 Whereas, Nearly 1.5 million high school students
12 nationwide experience physical abuse from a dating partner
13 every year;

14 Whereas, One in three girls in the United States is a
15 victim of physical, emotional or verbal abuse from a dating
16 partner, which far exceeds rates of other types of youth
17 violence;

18 Whereas, Only 33% of teens in an abusive relationship
19 tell anyone about the abuse;

20 Whereas, The effects of violent relationships are long-
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1 lasting and put victims at a higher risk of substance abuse,
2 eating disorders, attempting suicide, further domestic
3 violence, and partaking in risky sexual behaviors leading to
4 higher rates of pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases;

5 Whereas, Dating violence comes in many forms,
6 including physical abuse, verbal/emotional abuse, sexual
7 abuse, and digital abuse;

8 Whereas, The ten warning signs of abuse are checking
9 cell phones and emails without permission, constantly putting

10 the partner down, extreme jealousy or insecurity, explosive
11 tempers, isolating the partner from family or friends, making
12 false accusations, mood swings, physical harm,
13 possessiveness, and telling the partner what to do;

14 Whereas, Anyone who feels they are in an abusive
15 relationship is encouraged to speak up and get help; and
16

17 Whereas, Teen Dating Violence Awareness and
18 Prevention Month is sponsored by Break the Cycle, a leading
19 national voice for the issue that partners with numerous
20 organizations, including the White House, MTV, the National
21 Dating Abuse Hotline, Loveisrespect, The Allstate
22 Foundation, Avon, and Mary Kay, to provide resources for
23 those in need: Therefore, 

24 Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly
25  of the State of Indiana, the House of Representatives concurring:

26 SECTION 1. The Indiana General Assembly acknowledges
27 February as Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month,
28 and applauds the efforts of organizations working to combat this
29 difficult issue.
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